Chapter 42: The American People Face a New Century

Introductory Section (The Weight of History)
1.
Summarize this section in one or two well constructed sentences.
Economic Revolutions
Know:
Information Superhighway
2.
In what ways is America’s high tech economy similar to and different from the American economy of several decades ago? Be specific. 
The Makers of America: Scientists and Engineers

Know:
“Big Science,” “Big Technology,” Human Genome Project
3.
How and why has the federal government spurred America’s scientific and technological dominance in the post World War II era?
Affluence and Inequality
Know:
Welfare Reform Bill of 1996
4.
Your textbook suggests several possible causes for the widening income gap in America? Which cause or causes do you think are the most likely reason for this phenomenon? Explain.
The Feminist Revolution
Know:
Family Leave Bill (1993)
5.
What accounts for the enduring economic gap between women and men?
New Families and Old
6.
Which of the statistics about families in this section most surprises you or do you feel is most significant? Explain.
The Aging of America
7.
What are the implications of the aging of America?
Makers of America: The Latinos
8.
According to your text, why have Mexican immigrants been relatively slow to become US citizens?
Beyond the Melting Pot
Know:
United Farm Workers Organizing Committee/Cesar Chavez
9.
Compare and contrast the status of Latino, Asian and Native Americans in America today.
Cities and Suburbs
10.
Describe the changes that major American cities and suburbs have undergone in the last few decades.
Minority America
Know:
Los Angeles riots
11.
Describe the challenges that the African-American community still faces in this country.
E Pluribus Plures
Know:
Multiculturalism
12.
Do you think that the “melting pot” or “salad bowl” is more appropriate metaphor for our diversity? Why?
The Life of the Mind

13.
Have you read any of the works or authors mentioned in this section? If so, briefly share your impressions.
The American Prospect
14.
Of all the challenges facing America at the beginning of the 21st century, which do you think is most significant? Why?
